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Until his tomb crumbled into oblivion it was known as
that of Shatir, the Royal Runner."

Apart from lineage and record, the city possessed
riches in a wide economic life. We could scarcely imagine
a place with so many interests, so much commerce, and so
much adoing. Thus did she sustain her reputation of the
Half the World. Her industries were famous for centuries.
Silk worms were reared, and cloth was spun by Iranians
born in the fields to work in the towns. We saw woollen
carpets woven by small boys working for dear life; and
women making fine silk rugs of elegant designs, in striking
contrast to the rags they wore.

Agriculture spread around, securing the tenure of life
for thousands, holding promise of food supplies under all
conditions, through every vicissitude. Yet the produce
sometimes rotted in the fields for want of those with the
price of it; for want of a market, and of the means and
money to reach it.

The gardens were good to look upon, gay with flowers
and foliage, even the sleep-giving poppies of Virgil con-
tributing their part.
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